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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 18 years. 

Display Conditions: 

Nil. 

Descriptive Note: 

Contains violence and sex scenes. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The video recording entitled The Riddle Of The Sands/The Weatherwaman, also 
known as The Weatherwaman (1995 Japan), is classified as: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 18 years. 

The video recording consists of material taped by a private individual off an Australian 
television channel. This material predominantly consists of two feature-length films: a 
British drama The Riddle Of The Sands and a Japanese comedy The Weatherwaman. 
Both of these features have some degree of artistic merit. 

The Weatherwaman contains scenes of sexual activity, nudity and has numerous 
sexual references. It also contains two scenes of a restrained woman being whipped. 
These scenes are consonant with the plot, they are somewhat unrealistic and they are 
not presented in a salacious manner. However, they could still be disturbing for 
younger viewers. 
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Although The Weatherweman is the only component on the video recording dealing 
with matters of sex, it is a full-length feature comprising a significant portion of the 
publication. The depictions of sexual activity, nudity and the sexual references as well 
as the adult nature of its themes, are inappropriate for younger viewers and could be 
disturbing to them. The treatment of matters of sex, as well as the treatment of 
matters of violence in relation to the whipping scenes, has the result that the 
availability of the video recording is likely to be injurious to the public good unless it is 
restricted to an adult audience. The provisions of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 
1990 have been taken into account in determining this classification. This 
classification represents the minimum interference with the freedom of expression 
consistent with Parliament’s intention to prevent likely injury to the public good. 


OFLCRef: 479 


tmp386E.tmp 



